22                                         A HISTORY OF THE U.S.S.R.

mounted levy and the Streltsi lie built up a large army of dragoon and
infantry regiments after the Western European model. The comple-
ment was maintained by recruitment, a fixed number of peasant house-
holds being obliged to furnish one recruit. Each enlistment provided
from 30,000 to 40,000 recruits, who were first trained in special camps
and then assigned to various regiments. This system of army replace-
ments was several decades ahead of the system used in Western Europe,
which was based chiefly on the employment of mercenaries. The Rus-
sian army had closer ties with the people. The nobles were also made
to begin their service in the army from the ranks; only afterwards
were they commissioned as officers in the guards or line regiments.
Only the old ?.:<d the disabled were allowed to retire from the
army.

The first military reforms were accomplished with  such speed
that in 1701 the Russian army was ready to take the field.   A corps
under the command of Sheremetev twice defeated Swedish forces and
occupied almost all of Liflandia. In 1703 Russian troops stormed and
captured the fortress of Marienburg and the following year took Dorpat
and Narva. Meanwhile Peter was conducting successful operations in
Ingria (on the left bank of the Neva). In the autumn of 1702 he cap-
tured the Swedish fortress of Noteborg, which had been built on the site
of the old Novgorod town of Oreshek at the source of the Neva at Lake
Ladoga!' In a letter to Moscow announcing the capture of Noleborg-
Oreshek, Peter, punning the word Oreshek, which in Russian is syn-
onymous with   "nut," wrote: "Truly this was a hard nut, but it has
happily been cracked, thank God." Peter renamed this fortress Schliis-
selburg, i.e., key city, for it provided an exit from Lake Ladoga. Ad-
vancing down the Neva3 Peter   captured  another Swedish fortress,
Nyenskans, in the spring of 1703; this fortress was situated on the
right bank of the Neva not fa<r from the sea. In May of the same year
he laid the cornerstone of the Fortress of Peter and Paul near this spot.
Some wooden houses built nearby were the beginnings of the city of
St. Petersburg.

Peter hastened to fortify himself on the Neva River, which provid*
ed an outlet into the Baltic. Construction of the fortress of Kronslott
(later known as Kronstadt) was begun on Kotlin Island near the mouth
of the Neva. A shipyard (the Svirskaya) was built on Lake Ladoga,
and its first ship slid down the ways in the selfsame year of 1703.
Teter was making intensive preparations for a naval war against
Sweden.

Peter thus took excellent advantage of Charles' mistake,in under-
estimating the fighting qualities of the Russian army and in trans-
ferring his main forces to Poland for several years. During this time
the reorganized Russian army, having received a school of training
in victories over the Swedes, was growing strong.